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Doc’s Place : Cincinnati’s

Newest Jazz Club

It had to happen. Sooner or later,
the Cincinnati jazz revival had to
give birth to a New York style
no-holds-barred jazz club. If jazz
guitarist and promoter Greg Chako
and ‘‘Doc’’ Ron Cheek have their
way, Doc’s Place will someday be on
the national jazz map.

Owner and jazz lover Doctor Ron
Cheek (yes, folks, he really is a
medical man) had for some time
wanted to take his club out of the
disco scene and into the jazz scene.
When Greg Chako, a Cincinnati
native returned to his hometown to
play, promote, and generally spread
the sounds of jazz as he had been
doing out East for seven years, the
two joined forces in what could
become the most exciting venture in
jazz Cincinnati has seen.

**Too many club owners think jazz
is bad business,’’ says Cheek, ‘‘but
I'd like to prove them wrong.
jazz is good business, because you're
counting on the kind of crowd who'll
support music worth listening to.
Frankly,”" he adds, ‘‘I love jazz and
always have. If my club is going to
reflect me, it's got to have the music
that reflects my culture and beliefs."

Chako, experienced in jazz promo-
tion from Massachusetts and New
York, is more cautious. ‘‘Ron’s a
good person to work with because
he's open to jazz,”' he says. ‘‘But I
would never advise any club owner
to suddenly go all out with jazz until
his club is more established as a jazz
club. What we're trying to do here is
promote live jazz three nights a week
showcasing a variety of local
musicians. Right now we’re featur-
ing Ms. Francine Griffin, Cincin-
nati's first female jazz vocalist, who
hasn't gotten nearly - enough
exposure in Cincinnati recently. So
we’'re reacquainting Cincinnati with
Francine's talents. Once we estab-
lish a following for the club, we'll
bring in musicians with a national
reputation.”’

Already, Doc's Place and Chako
Productions have booked Cal Collins
and Jimmy Raney for appearances in
July. Some other top names Chako
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hopes to bring into Doc’s later this
year are organist Jack McDuff,
Houston Person and Etta Jones,
guitarist Herb Ellis, and others.
Doc’s Place also plans to double its
capacity later this year by opening
the room next to the club. Chako
says that this extra seating capacity
coupled with the unlimited free
parking in the back of Doc's will
make it possible to book more

expensive acts like Freddie Hubbard
and Betty Carter in the future.
What would be the advantage for
nationally known players to appear
at Doc’s as opposed to a concert
setting? ‘‘Well, some well known
jazz stars don't like to play small
clubs anymore, largely due to the
high degree of unreasonable
prejudice surrounding the art in the
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artists now expect only the high
visibility and high pay that accom-
panies a Carnegie Hall performance.
But there's plenty of that now, and I
would like to see a resurgence of jazz
in the smaller clubs. There is to me a
greater sense of intimacy and
excitement in a small room, which
can be lost in a larger, more clinical
environment. Jazz is a fun and active
music, and when I play, I like to see
the activity and excitement of the
people in the club, rather than play
for a silent, sober faced audience
‘twenty feet away from the
bandstand. After all, jazz has roots
in the gospel experience of call and
response. But nowadays, jazz has
become so intellectualized that some
people are afraid to make any noise,
much less respond with their bodies.
More importantly, the disappear-
ance of jazz in small clubs means
that younger musicians have no
place to work their chops, and have
no place to learn from the older
masters on the bandstand. This is
perhaps the biggest problem with,
jazz today. In the old days, musicians
Jearned on the bandstand, and there
were many places to blow."

GREGORY CHAKO

Whether Doc's Place will live up to
all it promises only time will tell.
Some pluses for the club are friendly
service, reasonable drink and cover
prices, and food from Doc’s newly
opened kitchen served till midnight.
Right now, local quintet Cohesion
appears on Sundays, and the Greg
Chako - Jazz Explosion features
voacalist  Francine Griffin  on
Mondays and Tuesdays. The hours
for jazz are 9 till 1:30 a.m.

Doc's Place
5900 Hamilton Ave.
in College Hill

past,”” says Chako. ‘‘Some great
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